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Characteristics of an E2 reaction 
mechanism 

!

!

A.  good leaving group 
B.  strong base 

C.  bimolecular transition state 
D.  single, concerted reaction 

E. polar protic solvent 
F. heat 

G. rate = k[base][RX] 

!

Characteristics of an E1 reaction 
mechanism 

 

!

A.  good leaving group 
B.  weak base 

C.  unimolecular transition state 
D.  multistep reaction 

E.  Carbocation intermediate (rearrangement 
possible) 

F. polar protic solvent 
G.  rate = k[RX] 

H.  heat!
!

Conditions that favor E2 over SN2!

!
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